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Cassandra V. Ryder
North Central College 
Department of Communication and Media Studies 

EDUCATION

2024 	Ph.D. in Communication, Arizona State University 	
	Hugh Downs School of Human Communication
Advisors: Liesel L. Sharabi, Ph.D. & Laura K. Guerrero, Ph.D.
	Summa Cum Laude 

2016 	M.A. in Relational Communication, DePaul University
	College of Communication
Advisor: Kendra Knight, Ph.D.
	Summa Cum Laude

2014	B.A. in Communication and Media, DePaul University
	College of Communication
	Honors Program
Minors: Women & Gender Studies, Spanish
	Cum Laude
				     
ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS		                                                                              

2024 – present 	Senior Lecturer in Communication
			Department of Communication and Media Studies, North Central College
			COMM 110 – First Year Public Speaking Coordinator, 2026 – present 

2021 – 2026		Adjunct Faculty in Communication
		     	Communication, Theatre & Film Arts Department, Mesa Community 				College

2020 – 2024	 	Graduate Teaching Associate of Communication
			Hugh Downs School of Human Communication, Arizona State University

2011 – 2014		Discover Chicago Student Instructor
			Liberal Studies Program, DePaul University

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

2024 – Present 	North Central College – Instructor of Record
				COMM 110: Introduction to Public Speaking (In-person)
COMM 120: Dating Communication (In-person)

2021 – 2026 		Mesa Community College – Instructor of Record
				COMM 110: Interpersonal Communication (In-person & Online)

2020 – 2024		Arizona State University – Instructor of Record
				COM 225: Public Speaking (In-person & Online)
				COM 312: Communication, Conflict, and Negotiation (In-person)
				COM 316: Gender and Communication (In-person & Online)
				COM 310: Relational Communication (In-person)

2020 – 2024		Arizona State University – Graduate Teacher’s Assistant
				COM 609: Advanced Qualitative Methods
				New Graduate Instructor Orientation

2022 – 2023 		Arizona State University & Crash Course – Host 
				Study Hall: Intro to Human Communication (Online - YouTube)
Taught basic communication principles and theories in a series of 30 online videos. As of May 2026, these videos have been viewed over 660,000 times with 288 comments from viewers. 

				Study Hall: Fast Guides (Online - YouTube)
Taught about prominent college majors in four online videos. As of May 2026, these videos have been viewed over 83,000 times with 164 comments from viewers. 

2016 – 2019 		Catharsis Productions – Educator
				Sex Signals & Got Your Back Trainings (In-person)
Taught interactive, theatrical, and research-informed classes about sexual assault prevention and bystander intervention at U.S. Army bases. 
								
2011 – 2014 		DePaul University – Undergraduate Teaching Assistant
				LSP 110: Discover Chicago (In-person)
	
PUBLISHED ARTICLES & PAPERS   

Ryder, C. V. (2024). Suspiciously swiping: A reflexive thematic analysis on perceived online 
dating misrepresentation (Publication No. 31481745) [Doctoral dissertation, Arizona State University]. ProQuest Dissertations & Theses. 

Sharabi, L. L., Ryder, C. V., & Neiss, L. C. (2023). A space of our own: Exploring the
relationship initiation experiences of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex, and asexual dating app users. Journal of Social and Personal Relationships, 40(7), 2277-2297.  https://doi.org/10.1177/02654075221143790

PUBLISHED BOOK CHAPTERS 

Ryder, C. V. (2025). Podcasting as a public pedagogical tool. In A. R. Walker & T. R. Bratcher 
(Eds.), Diversifying the space of podcasting: Access, identity, and reflective practices. Rowman & Littlefield. 

MANUSCRIPTS IN PREPARATION 

Berkland, M., & Ryder, C. V. Course textbook for communication and dating.

Sharabi, L. L., Dehnert, M., Ryder, C. V., Von Feldt, P., Randall, A. & Pettigrew, J. Virtual 
reality vs. in-person first dates.

Ryder, C. V. “Grief is such a lonely place”: A thematic analysis of communication about 
COVID-19 grief on Reddit.

Ryder, C. V., & Sharabi, L. L. “It slowly started to go downhill”: A mixed-methods analysis of 
online dating bad first dates through expectancy violation theory.

Sharabi, L. L., Neiss, L. C., & Ryder, C. V. Safety, community connection, and well-being 
amongst LGBTQIA+ dating app users.

PUBLIC SCHOLARSHIP 

2023	Ryder, C. V. (2023). How to be mission-ready to find a romantic partner. Human Performance Resources by the Consortium for Health and Military Performance (CHAMP) Blog at the Uniformed Services University. https://hprc-online.blogspot.com/2023/07/how-to-be-mission-ready-to-find.html

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 

Ryder, C. V. (2026, September). Embracing AI-resistant teaching [Panel presentation]. 
Accepted for presentation at the Illinois Communication and Theatre Association Convention: Palatine, IL. 

Sharabi, L., Dehnert, M., Ryder, C. V., Von Feldt, P., Randall, A., & Pettigrew, J. (2025, June).
First dates in the metaverse: An experiment comparing virtual reality and face-to-face dating [Paper presentation]. International Communication Association’s 74th Annual Convention, Denver, CO. [Top Paper Panel – Interpersonal Communication Division]

Ryder, C. V. (2025, April). Keeping it real: Reality television and active learning for 
engagement [Panel presentation]. Accepted for presentation at the Central States Communication Association Annual Convention: Cincinnati, OH. 

Ryder, C. V. (2023, November). Audible pedagogical expansion: Framing podcasts as social 
pedagogy in the field of communication [Paper presentation]. Accepted for presentation at the National Communication Association 109th Annual Convention: National Harbor, MD. [Top 4 Student Paper Presentation – Instructional Development Division]
	
Ryder, C. V. (2022, November). “It slowly started to go downhill”: An analysis of online dating 
bad first dates through expectancy violation theory [Paper presentation]. Accepted for presentation at the National Communication Association 108th Annual Convention: New Orleans, LA. 

Ryder, C. V. (2022, November). “Grief is such a lonely place”: A thematic analysis of 
communication about COVID-19 grief on Reddit [Paper presentation]. Accepted for presentation at the National Communication Association 108th Annual Convention: New Orleans, LA. 

Sharabi, L., Ryder, C. V., & Neiss, L. (2022, November). A place to call our own: Exploring the 
relationship initiation experiences of LGBTQIA+ dating app users [Paper presentation]. Submitted for presentation at the National Communication Association 108th Annual Convention: New Orleans, LA. 

Sharabi, L., Niess, L., & Ryder, C. V. (2022, August). Safety, community connection, and well-
being amongst LGBTQIA+ dating app users [Paper presentation]. Presented at International Association for Relationship Research Conference: London, UK (virtual). 

Sharabi, L., Pettigrew, J., Ryder, C. V., & Froelich, A. (2022, May). Characterizing the ether: 
Theorizing interpersonal relationships in virtual reality [Paper presentation]. Presented at the 72nd Annual International Communication Association Conference: Paris, France. 

Ryder, C. V., & Brandley, b. (2021, November). Renewing queer souls: Insidious trauma and 
social transformation among LGBTQIA+ Mormons [Research in progress presentation]. Presented at the National Communication Association 107th Annual Convention: Seattle, WA. 

Snyder*, C. V. (2018, November). Romance after rape: A qualitative look into the love lives of 
rape survivors [Paper presentation]. Presented at the National Communication Association 104th Annual Convention: Salt Lake City, UT. 
*Last name changed from Snyder to Ryder in June 2021

MEDIA COVERAGE 

2023	From swiping on Tinder to VR blind dates, ASU lab studies how we connect online. The State Press. https://www.statepress.com/article/2023/02/science-behind-online-dating

SCHOLARLY PRESENTATIONS 

Invited Talks

2026	Elevator pitches for public speaking. Invited guest lecturer for Dr. Yingling Liu’s   SOCI 250 – Pathways in Sociology undergraduate course, North Central College, Naperville, IL.

2026	Finding community and collaborators post-graduation and in new spaces. Invited panelist for Dr. Jenna Hanchey’s Friday Forum course for 4th year Ph.D. students, Arizona State University, Tempe, AZ (online).

2024	Swiping through misrepresentation: A reflexive thematic analysis of online dating misrepresentation through expectancy violation theory. Invited graduate research presenter for the Hugh Downs School of Human Communication Spring Colloquium Series, Arizona State University, Tempe, AZ.

2022	Communication & dating research talk. Invited presenter for the Association of Human Communication Fall Semester Meeting, Arizona State University, Tempe, AZ.

SCHOLARSHIPS & GRANTS	                                                                                                                                                                             

2024		Teaching Excellence Award
	Graduate and Professional Student Association, Arizona State University. Amount: $750

2024		Outstanding Doctoral Student Teaching Award
	Hugh Downs School of Human Communication, Arizona State University. Amount: $250

2023		Daniel C. Brouwer Mentoring Scholarship
	Hugh Downs School of Human Communication, Arizona State University. Amount: $930 

2022	Jeanne Lind Herberger Fellowship 
	Hugh Downs School of Human Communication, Arizona State University. Amount: $4,000

2022	Ryder, C. V. (Co-PI). Characterizing the ether: Theorizing interpersonal relationships in virtual reality. Graduate College Travel Grant, Arizona State University. Amount: $300

2022	Ryder, C. V. (Co-PI). Characterizing the ether: Theorizing interpersonal relationships in virtual reality. Hugh Downs School of Human Communication Travel Grant, Arizona State University. Amount: $522

2022 	Ryder, C. V. (Co-PI). Characterizing the ether: Theorizing interpersonal relationships in virtual reality. Graduate and Professional Student Association Travel Grant, Arizona State University. Amount: $950

2021 	Ryder, C. V. (PI). “It slowly started to go downhill”: An analysis of online dating bad first dates through expectancy violation theory. The Transformation Project Seed Grant, Arizona State University. Amount: $500

2021	Christine M. Muldoon Fellowship
	Hugh Downs School of Human Communication, Arizona State University. Amount: $500

2020 – 2024	Graduate Teaching Associateship Recipient 
	Hugh Downs School of Human Communication, Arizona State University. Amount: Full tuition coverage

2014 – 2016	Frédéric Ozanam Scholarship Recipient
	Office of Mission and Values, DePaul University. Amount: Full tuition coverage

2015	Relational Communication Scholarship Recipient
	College of Communication, DePaul University. Amount: $2,200 towards tuition
	
AWARDS AND HONORS	                                                                                                                                                                             

2025	Student Mentorship Award
	College of Arts and Sciences, North Central College 

2024	Teaching Excellence Award
	Graduate and Professional Student Association, Arizona State University

2024	Outstanding Doctoral Student Teaching Award
	Hugh Downs School of Human Communication, Arizona State University

2023	Top Student Paper Panel Award
	Instructional Communication Division, National Communication Association

2022 	College Student Leader Award
The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, Arizona State University	

2014		James R. Doyle Outstanding Student Leader Award
DePaul University

2013, 2015	St. Louise Woman of Spirit and Action Award
DePaul University

SCHOOL/COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY SERVICE	                                                                                                                                                                             

North Central College


2026	Participant for Summer Faculty Learning Community on The Science of Learning, Center for the Advancement of Faculty Excellence

2026	Participant for Summer Faculty Learning Community on The Last Human Job, Center for the Advancement of Faculty Excellence

2025 – present 	Faculty Transfer Mentor, Communication & Media Studies Department

2025	Co-Presenter for A.I. Best Practices in COMM 110 Training, Communication & Media Studies Department

2025	Participant for Summer Faculty Learning Community on The Opposite of Cheating, Center for the Advancement of Faculty Excellence

2024 – 2025	Participant for Pilot of Revised Student Surveys, Faculty Welfare Committee

2024 – 2025 	Participant in New Faculty Academy, Center for the Advancement of Faculty Excellence

Arizona State University

2021 – 2024	New Graduate Instructor Orientation Graduate Assistant, Hugh Downs School of Human Communication

2020 – 2024	The Transformation Project Graduate Student Member, Hugh Downs School of Human Communication

2023 	Qualitative Research Methods Textbook Editing Reviewer for Dr. Sarah J. Tracy, Hugh Downs School of Human Communication

2021-2023	The Transformation Project Graduate Assistant, Hugh Downs School of Human Communication

2021-2022	Re-understanding Gender Programming Committee, Hugh Downs School of Human Communication

DePaul University

2015 – 2016	Communication 101 Graduate Grader, College of Communication


DISCIPLINARY SERVICE	                                                                                                                                                                             

Ad Hoc Journal Reviewing

2025 – present 	Personal Relationships

2025 – present 	Asian Journal of Social Psychology

2024 – present 	Cyberpsychology: Journal of Psychosocial Research on Cyberspace 

2024 – present 	Journal of Social and Personal Relationships

Conference Reviewing

2024	Reviewer, Human Communication and Technology Division, National Communication Association 

2024	Reviewer, Feminist & Gender Studies Division, National Communication Association

2023		Reviewer, GLBTQ Division, National Communication Association

2021	Reviewer, Interpersonal Communication Division, International Communication Association

2021 	Reviewer, Health Communication Division, International Communication Association

CONSULTING                                                                                                                                                                             

2023	Book Reviewer and Editor, Trauma Intervention Programs, Inc. 


RESEARCH AFFILIATIONS		                                                                                                                                                                             

2021 – present 	The Relationships & Technology Lab, Hugh Downs School of Human Communication, Arizona State University

2014	Research Assistant for Dr. Suchitra Shenoy Packer, College of Communication, DePaul University

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS		                                                                                                                                                                             

2025 – present 	Central States Communication Association
			Communication Education Division
			Communication & Technology Division
			Interpersonal and Family Communication Division
			Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Caucus
			Women’s Caucus

2020 – present 	National Communication Association
			Interpersonal Communication Division
Human Communication and Technology Division
Instructional Development Division
GLBTQ Communication Studies Division
Feminist and Gender Studies Division
Women’s Caucus
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Queer Concerns Caucus   

2022 – 2024 	RISE Initiative, New College of Interdisciplinary Arts and Sciences, Arizona State University

2021 – 2022 		International Communication Association
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